100        A STUDENT'S HISTORY OF EDUCATION
were enlarged, currency was increased, and forms of credit
were improved.
The burgher class and the gilds.— The most note-
worthy consequence of this industrial and commercial
awakening was the growth of towns and cities. There
was little town life in Western Europe during the Middle
Ages before the twelfth century, as the old Roman towns
had, through the invasions of the Germans, largely disinte-
grated, and but few new organizations had sprung up in
their place. While some towns still existed in Italy and
southern France, most of the people of Europe lived in
the country upon feudal estates. These little commu-
nities were largely isolated and independent of the rest
of the world. They produced among themselves all that
their members needed, and little or no money was nec-
essary for their crude forms of exchange. But with the
growth of commerce and population, these serfs began
to find it more profitable to work in the towns and com-
pensate the lord of the manor with money rather than
work. The lords, in turn, found it of advantage to accept
money in lieu of services, especially as many of them had
been impoverished by the Crusades. Great bodies of
serfs flocked to the towns, and new centers sprang up
around the manorial estates and monasteries as manu-
factures, trades, and commerce increased.
Feudalism thus began to be threatened as early as the
twelfth century, and within a hundred years the extinction
of serfdom was assured. The people soon rebelled against
the rule of their lords and either expelled them altogether
or secured from them for a monetary consideration a
charter conferring more liberal rights and privileges.
By these charters, the lords agreed to recognize the gild of
merchants and to permit the people to govern themselves.,

